 Discussion responses 1

My perspective is on a sex offender's challenges to a successful reentry.  As a convicted sex offender, this offense is broad.  Many offenses are not physical yet, they are all placed under the same umbrella.  There are professional careers that are impacted by a misunderstanding and based on the state you live, it can sprial out of control with extreme negative consequences.

First barrier.  Housing will be difficult to obtain.  It's known that as a sex offender, it is required to register on a national level.  This alone will have a negative impact on a sex offender to simply find a place to live.  The registry is then accessible via the internet and a concern for many citizens that will further the challenge to a successful reentry.  Despite a sex offender being permitted to live with a family member, that family will then be inconvenienced or perhaps harmed.  

Second barrier.  Employment.  To my knowledge, there are some employers who require criminal background checks.  As a sex offender, this is a crime that will most likely challenge a reentry.  Additionally, the challenge increases based on the type of employment, for example any job that involves children.  As I stated earlier, this crime is broad and even subjective based on the state where it was committed.

Third barrier.  Support network.  The requirement to a national registry will definitely challenge a reentry to not only the offender but to those who are willing to help.  A support network is critical and as a sex offender, you are placing other individuals at risk by simply living with them.  Since this will be a challenge, no support from family or friends is a devasting challenge to a successful reentry.

For a successful reentry, it must be understood help is needed from the entire community.  Especially, "correctional work" because it "is premised on the assumption that people can change, and not all criminals by any means are totally resistant to change" (Stohr, Walsh, and Hemmens, 2019, p. 371).
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Discussion responses 2

Some may have the mindset that whatever problems offenders may encounter upon being released is their reasonability, seeing how they committed the crime. However, what one has to consider is that if the offender is willing to change and has put in the work to change, they too deserve a second chance at freedom depending on the crime.

The first barrier for an inmate upon a successful reentry is finding employment. Some employers won’t even consider hiring an offender who has just been released from prison, let alone a convicted felon. However, as the text suggests, inmates who receive education and job training skills in prison have a better chance of find employment once released (Stohr, et al., 2019). One can strongly suggest that if the offender has a stable job, then the chances of them resorting back to their criminal ways are less likely.

The second barrier for an inmate upon a successful reentry is family support. Family is an important structure for any individual. For some, it is the essence of their unwavering foundation. A strong family support system can encourage, motivate, and provide help to an inmate who is reentering back into society. They will not have the notion that they are alone, but have a family to lean on. A study was conducted regarding family and reentry, it concluded that “…family is identified as an important source of support during reentry” (Phillips & Spencer, 2013, p. 127). Therefore, one can strongly suggest that the lack of a family structure for offenders reentering society can lead caused them to re-offend.

The third barrier for an inmate upon a successful reentry is mental health. Being isolated in a small space for 23 hours a day can have detrimental effects on the mind. At least 14% of individuals who are released from prison are diagnosed with mental illness, meaning approximately 96,000 inmates have mental illness upon reentry (Phillips & Spencer, 2013, p. 128). In addition, research shows that inmates who are recently released from prison have a higher suicide rate than any individuals in society (Phillips & Spencer, 2013). Therefore, one can strongly suggest that mental health is a challenge that an inmate must overcome to have a successful reentry.
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